g2       Evidence for the Christian Miracles.

the Christian rest Nor is it necessary, I conceive,
to bring evidence for more than a fair proportion of
the Miracles ; supposing, that is, those which remain
improved are shown to be similar to them, and indis-
solubly connected with the same system. It may be
even said", that if the single fact of the Resurrection
be established, quite enough will have been proved for
believing all the Miracles of Scripture.

Of course, however, the argument becomes far
stronger when it is shown that there is evidence for
the great bulk of the miracles, though not equally
strong for some as for others; and that the Jewish,
sanctioned as they are by the New Testament, may
also be established on distinct and peculiar grounds.
Nor let it be forgotten, that the Christian story itself
is supported, over and above the evidence that might
fairly be required for it, by several bodies of testimony
quite independent of each other.0 By separate pro-

o The fact of the Christian miracles may be proved, first, by
the sufferings and consistent story of the original witnesses ;
secondly, from the actual conversion of large bodies of men
in the age in which they are said to have been wrougnt;
thirdly, from the institution, at the time, of a day commemora-
tive of the Resurrection, which has been observed ever since ;
fourthly, by collateral considerations, such as the tacit assent
given to the miracles by the adversaries of Christianity, the
Eclectic imitations of them, and the pretensions to miraculous
power in the primitive Church, These are distinct arguments :
no one of them absolutely presupposes the genuineness of the
Scripture narrative, though the force of the whole is much in-
creased when it is proved.